
By-Law XVII 

Local Chapter Ordinances 

Ordinance 1:  Title 
                      

Sec.  1.  This Chapter shall be known as Gamma Chi Chapter, hereinafter referred to as the Chapter, according 

to the Charter granted by Alpha Chapter of Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity, Incorporated, hereinafter 

referred to as the Fraternity, under the date of May 6, 1952. 

 

Sec.  2.    No additions to By-Law I, Section 1 of the Uniform Collegiate Chapter By-Laws. 

 

Ordinance 2:  Membership 
 

Sec. 1.  A member who is enrolled in Ferris State University classes not on the Big Rapids Campus, (here after 

referred to as a clinical member) is not required to attend any meetings or other fraternity functions and are 

exempt from Parlor Fees as defined in Ordinance 11, Sec. 2.  Clinical members may have their vote temporarily 

revoked for one semester due to non-payment of dues, non-involvement in chapter events, or illicit activities as 

determined by the chapter Judicial Board.  Clinical members are not tabulated when calculating quorum.  All 

members must understand and sign a copy of the revised chapter risk management policy every year in order to 

participate in fraternity functions.   

 

Ordinance 3:  Election of Members 
 

Sec. 1.  Any male or female member of Ferris State University’s School of Pharmacy or Pre-Pharmacy is 

eligible to membership in this chapter subject to conditions stipulated in the Constitution and By-Laws of the 

Fraternity and Chapter. There shall be no consumption of alcoholic beverages during any pledge activity.  Any 

pledge or Member who comes to a pledge activity intoxicated shall be asked to leave and subsequently fined for 

missing the event.  The length of the pledge program shall be determined by the Pledge Master, approved by the 

Chapter, and shall be no less than six (6) consecutive weeks.  The pledge program shall occur in the same 

semester when the Membership bid was signed by the pledge.  All pledges must be carrying at least eight (8) 

credits throughout the semester in order to be deemed active within the Fraternity.  Any special circumstances 

shall be decided by a two-thirds (2/3) vote by the Chapter.  No person shall be allowed to pledge a third time 

under any circumstances.  

 

Sec. 2.  No additions to By-Law III, Sec. 2. 

 
Ordinance 4:  Officers and Order of Election 
 

Sec.  1.  The Officers of the Chapter and the order of election shall be:  Regent, Administrative Vice-Regent, 

Executive Vice-Regent, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Corresponding Secretary, Historian, Chaplain, 

Sergeant-at-Arms, Pledge Master, House Managers, Librarian, and Grand Council Deputy. 

 

Ordinance 5:  Qualification, Election and Installation of Officers 
 

Sec. 1. Nominations of Officers are to be conducted during the 10
th

 and 11
th

 week of the winter semester.  A 

member, in order to be eligible for nomination to any office, must have an academic accumulative honor point 

average of 2.00 and must be in good standing with the Chapter.  In addition, to be nominated for Regent, 

Administrative Vice Regent, or Executive Vice Regent, the candidate must have been a Member of the Chapter 

for at least six (6) months prior to election.   

 

Sec. 2.  The nominees for the office of Regent, Administrative Vice-Regent, Executive Vice-Regent, Treasurer, 

House Manager, and Pledge Master shall be required to speak on their own behalf on the night of the elections.  



The nominees for the other offices are not required to do so, but have the privilege to if they so desire.  A two-

thirds (2/3) majority of the valid votes cast shall be required to elect.  In case no candidate receives the two-

thirds (2/3) majority of the votes cast, the balloting shall continue until one of the candidates receives a two-

thirds (2/3) majority vote.  In the event of two candidates not receiving a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote at the 

end of two ballots, the election for that single office shall be a simple majority. Only brothers in good standing, 

excluding clinical members, may be in attendance at meetings where elections are being held.  

 

Sec. 3. No additions to By-Law V, Sec. 3. 

 

Sec. 4.  If a member has been duly elected to an office and fails to present himself for installation (unless 

prevented by sickness or some unavoidable occurrence) the office to which he was elected may be declared 

vacant by the Installing Officer, and another election ordered forthwith to fill the vacancy.   

 

Sec. 5.  A member holding an office may be elected to a higher office at an election in order to fill a vacancy.   

 

Sec. 6.  A resignation must be accepted by the Chapter before an office becomes vacant.  If the office being 

vacated is responsible for any of the fraternity’s assets, an audit of those assets must be completed before the 

transition is finalized. 

 

Sec. 7.    An Officer charged with misfeasance, malfeasance, and/or nonfeasance by the Chapter shall be 

notified by the Secretary at least five days before the trial of the charges against him.   

 

Sec. 8. No additions to By-Law V, Sec. 8 

 

Ordinance 6:  Duties of Officers 
 

Sec. 1. No additions to By-Law VI, Sec. 1. 

 

Sec. 2. Vice-Regents 

 Sub Sec-A: The Administrative Vice-Regent shall Chair the Fundraising Committee. 

 Sub Sec-B: The Executive Vice-Regent, shall Chair the professional committee. 

 

Sec. 3.  The following shall be procedures, other than those listed under By-Law VI, Section 3, that the 

Recording Secretary of Gamma Chi Chapter shall be responsible for: taking roll and minutes at every General, 

Executive Board, and Judiciary Board meeting.  These records will be required to be typed, keeping recorded 

minutes from other board meetings, typing Judiciary Board meeting minutes in triplicate and give one copy to 

the Treasurer, one to one of the House Managers, and one for the Secretary files, taking roll at every required 

function, typing roster, delegate sheets, and other correspondences for the Province Supervisor and be 

responsible for turning them in on time, sharing responsibility with the Treasurer for paying the Province dues 

on time, keeping the permanent Gamma Chi number list completely up to date, including initiation and 

graduation dates, assigning the new numbers alphabetically to brothers after they have been formally initiated., 

sharing responsibility for National Dues Account of the Central Office with the Treasurer by completing the 

invoice statement and mailing the dues in on time for each semester, and keep a copy on file for the Chapter’s 

future use, and perform all other such duties as are required by virtue of said office, or as custom may attach to 

the office. 

 

Sec. 4. No additions to By-Law VI, Sec. 4. 

   

Sec. 5. No additions to By-Law VI, Sec. 5. 

 

Sec. 6. No additions to By-Law VI, Sec. 6. 



 

Sec. 7. No additions to By-Law VI, Sec. 7. 

 

Sec. 8. The Chaplain shall also serve as the chapter’s Risk Management Chair and shall be responsible for 

securing signed copies of the chapter’s risk management policy each year from every active brother. 

 

Sec. 9. The Sergeant-at-Arms shall be the Chapter’s Parliamentarian. 

 

Sec. 10. No additions to By-Law VI, Sec. 10. 

 

Sec. 11. No additions to By-Law VI, Sec. 11. 

 

Sec. 12. No additions to By-Law VI, Sec 12. 

 

Sec. 13. No member shall be eligible for election as a delegate (to the Grand Council or Province Conventions) 

unless they have been a member of the Chapter at least six (6) months prior to election. 

 

Sec. 14.  The Pledge Master is responsible for constructing and overseeing the pledging process.  They are also 

responsible for addressing any question or concerns presented to them by prospective members.  The Pledge 

Master must provide the Chapter with weekly reports regarding each pledges progress.    

 

Sec. 15. The House Managers is responsible for paying the bills, taxes, and the general upkeep of the house and 

property. 

 

Sec. 16. The Librarian shall organize and maintain the Chapter’s Library.  A library shall be organized by the 

chapter. It shall consist of a series of files containing books, tests, and notes, for studying purposes. The Library 

is to be used by no one other than the member of Kappa Psi. At no time shall any of the files be removed from 

the Chapter’s House, except with consent of the Librarian or the Regent. The Library files shall remain under 

lock and key. A key shall be obtainable from the Regent or the Librarian. If a member of the Fraternity removes 

a file from the Chapter’s House without consent of the Regent or Librarian or if a member allows a non-

member to view these files shall have charges brought against them of unethical conduct for violation of 

secrecy of the Chapter. 

 

 

Ordinance 7:  Committees and Their Duties 
 

Sec.  1.  No additions to By-Law VII, Sec. 1.   

 

Sec. 2.  No additions to By-Law VII, Sec. 2 

 

Sec. 3.   No additions to By-Law VII, Sec. 3. 

 

Sec. 4.   All Officers must attend every meeting.  

 

Sec. 5.   

 

Sub-Sec. A.   No additions to By-Law VII, Sec. 5., Sub-Sec. A. 

 

Sub-Sec. B.   No additions to By-Law VII, Sec. 5., Sub-Sec. B. 

 



Sub-Sec C: In the case that there is difficulty filling both Legislative and Judiciary Committees, the 

Sergeant-at-Arms may merge both committees to form a Legislative-Judiciary Committee to conduct 

business until sufficient membership is attained to fill individual committees. 

 

Sub-Sec. D.   The two brothers with the highest grade point average, one for Pharmacy and one for Pre 

Pharmacy, shall, at the end of fall semester, be recognized on the Pharmacy Scholarship Plaque for 

Pharmacy School brothers; and the Pre Pharmacy Scholarship Plaque for Pre Pharmacy brothers 

 

Sub-Sec. E.   No additions to By-Law VII, Sec. 5., Sub-Sec. E. 

 

Sub-Sec. F.   No additions to By-Law VII, Sec. 5., Sub-Sec. F. 

 

Sub-Sec. G.   No additions to By-Law VII, Sec. 5., Sub-Sec. G. 

 

Sub-Sec. H.   No additions to By-Law VII, Sec. 5., Sub-Sec. H. 

 

Sub-Sec. I.   No additions to By-Law VII, Sec. 5., Sub-Sec. I. 

 

Sub-Sec J.  The Professional Relations committee shall also organize the Five Star RSO application and 

keep track of attendance at each five star event if deemed necessary for the current academic year by a 

two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the chapter. In the event that the Fraternity does not deem Five Star 

necessary by (2/3) majority vote, then 1 mandatory community service event must be attended by every 

member of the Fraternity.   

 

Sub-Sec. K.   This committee shall contain a Public Relations Representative appointed by the Regent.  

Responsibilities of this position include promoting the fraternity and all professional fraternity events as 

well as sitting on the IFC PR committee. 

 

Sub-Sec.L.  The Chapter House Committee shall have charge of the Chapter House including the 

formation and enforcement of House Rules.  In the event that the Chapter establishes a fund for building 

or purchasing a Chapter House, the Committee shall develop a proposed program for collecting and 

investing such funds.   The Chairmen of this Committee shall be the House Managers.  The Presence of 

one house manager shall be required at all meetings of the Big Rapids Property Owners Association.  

The following shall be rules governing the use of the Chapter Fraternity House located at 119 S. Warren, 

Big Rapids, MI: 

 

Sub-Sec. L1.   No one shall sit on the furniture in a way that may damage it. 

Sub-Sec. L2.   Anyone who uses property of the house is responsible for its cleaning and storage. 

Sub-Sec. L3.   Consumption of food and drinks are allowed in the living room as long as food is 

consumed at the table.  Any spills or messes are to be cleaned up by the party responsible. 

Sub-Sec. L4.   The house shall have an annual cleaning party over the course of 1-2 days that is 

mandatory for all brothers to attend.   

 

 Sub-Sec. M.   No additions to By-Law VII, Sec. 5., Sub-Sec. M. 

 

Sub-Sec. N.  The Webpage committee shall design, develop, and maintain the Chapter Webpage.  The 

Committee shall promote the activities; such as upcoming and recent events, including professional and 

social, that the Chapter takes part in; as well as fellowship, industry, sobriety and high ideals.  The 

Chairman of the Committee shall be deemed the Webmaster. 

 

Sec. 6.   No additions to By-Law VII, Sec. 6. 



 

Sec. 7.   No additions to By-Law VII, Sec. 7. 

 

Ordinance 8:  Records 
 

No additions to By-Law VIII. 

 

Ordinance 9:  Unethical Conduct 
 

Sec. 1. No additions to By-Law IX, Sec. 1.   

Sec. 2. The Regent shall disclose the name of the informant to the Chapter on demand of a two-thirds (2/3) 

majority vote of the members present.     

 

Sec. 3. No additions to By-Law IX, Sec. 3. 

 

Ordinance 10:  Meetings 
 

Sec. 1. A general meeting shall be conducted once a week every week that school is in session.  When such 

general meeting occurs on a holiday, then it may be held within a period of seven (7) days or the next 

succeeding week as the Chapter shall, by resolution or special vote, previously determine.  If a change is made, 

either in the time or place of holding meeting or meetings, the Secretary shall forthwith mail a notice thereof to 

the Secretary-Treasurer and to the members of the Chapter.  At least one meeting of each month shall be a 

formal meeting.  Sport coat or sweater worn over shirt and tie, dress socks, dress shoes and dress slacks (not 

khakis) shall be the appropriate dress for men at formal Fraternity meetings and formal initiations; For women, 

the appropriate attire shall be a dress, dress pants, or skirt (split skirt included), blouse or sweater.  Smoking will 

not be permitted during meetings, nor will beverages of any sort be allowed at formal meetings.    The presence 

of each Member of the Chapter is mandatory at the following meetings as well: smokers, formal and informal 

initiations, Gamma Chi-sponsored professional meetings, all pledging activities, fundraisers, one Five Star 

event per semester (refer to Ord. 7, Sec. 5, Sub-Sec. I.), and any event which the Chapter deems necessary by a 

two-thirds (2/3) vote. 

 

Sec. 2. Members are allowed to miss one general meeting per month.  Members will be assessed a ten dollar 

($10.00) fine for each additional meeting missed in that month.  Any Member absent from any of the other 

meetings listed in Ord 10, Sec. 1. except fundraisers, without prior completion of an absentee form and approval 

from the Regent and Sergeant-at-Arms shall be subject to a ten dollar ($10.00) fine for their absence. If a 

Member is absent from a fundraiser, the Member shall be fined an amount set by the Finance Committee to be 

equal to the amount the average Member would have earned.  Any Member convicted of engaging in conduct 

unbecoming of a Brother at Chapter functions will be subject to a ten dollar ($10.00) fine on the first offense, 

and a five dollar ($5.00) additional fine added for each subsequent offense.  The validity of all excuses and 

forms not submitted 24 hours prior to the meetings shall be assessed by the Judiciary Board, and the board may 

vote on a motion to repeal the fine.  The fine may be repealed by the Judiciary Board with a 2/3 majority vote.  

Any revenue from fines, with the exception of fines from fundraising events, shall be added to the Awards 

Committee budget.  Any Member who shall not have paid any fine legally charged against them by the Chapter, 

or by the authority thereof, shall be deemed in arrears for fines and therefore not in good standing.  This fine 

will be added to the next semester dues.  No fine shall be finalized until after the next Judiciary Board meeting.   

 

In the event that a 2/3 majority cannot be reached by the board, the Sergeant-at-Arms may call a revote.  If a 

majority cannot be reached, the fine is automatically upheld.  Fines may still be appealed before the chapter 

using a trial as outlined by the Constitution. 

 

Sec. 3. No additions to By-Law X, Sec. 3. 

 



Sec. 4. Special meetings may be called by the Regent at any time and shall be called by the Regent upon the 

request of the Grand Council Deputy or of five (5) members.   

  

 

Ordinance 11:  Dues 
 

Sec. 1. The Grand Council dues must be paid to the Grand Council before he/she is received into full 

membership.  The Chapter may, however, by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote, grant the applicant an extension 

of time to pay the remaining initiation fee provided that he/she pay the Grand Council dues before initiation. 

 $45.00 to Grand Council for initiation. 

 $15.00 to Chapter for member pin. 

 $140.00 to Chapter for pledging dues.  

 

Sec. 2. The dues of Gamma Chi Chapter of Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity shall be $140.00 from each 

member per semester in addition to fees pursuant to Sub-Sections L and M. The dues of the Regent of Kappa 

Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity, Gamma Chi Chapter, shall be alleviated.  At the end of the semester if any 

money remains in a particular budget, except for the Historian and Composite budgets, that money will be 

retained for use in the subsequent semester.  

 

Explanation of minimum fees per semester and fixed expenses for each brother of Gamma Chi Chapter of 

Kappa Psi is as follows: 

 

Sub-Sec. A.   National dues will be twenty dollars ($20.00) per semester. 

 

Sub-Sec. B.   Province dues will be five and a half dollars ($5.50) per semester. 

 

Sub-Sec. C.   Interfraternity Council dues will be ten dollars ($10.00) per semester. 

 

Sub-Sec. D.   Each member is assessed thirty dollars ($30.00) towards the professional organization 

dues fund.  As Kappa Psi is a professional organization and membership in other professional 

organizations such as ASHP, ASP, and NCPA is encouraged by the Central Office of Kappa Psi, the 

Gamma Chi chapter will sponsor for each collegiate brother, the dues for membership in one 

professional organization of the brother’s choice.  Pre-Pharmacy and Non-Pharmacy students may use 

this sponsorship for membership in a non-pharmacy organization as deemed acceptable by the Chapter’s 

Treasurer.   

 

Sub-Sec. E.   Each Member is assessed twenty dollars ($20.00) towards the Social/Rush fund.  

Social/Rush funds may be spent at the discretion of the Social/Rush chair and the pledge master.  All 

funds will be reimbursed to officers or committee members following the submission of a receipt to the 

Treasurer.  Any single purchase of over fifty dollars ($50.00) must be voted on the chapter for approval 

by a two-thirds (2/3) vote.  Reimbursement shall be granted to the Social/Rush chair upon submission of 

receipts to the Treasurer. 

 

Sub-Sec. F.   Each Member is assessed ten dollars ($10.00) towards the professional fund.  Professional 

funds must be allocated by the chapter by a two-thirds (2/3) vote. 

 

Sub-Sec. G.   Each Member is assessed four and a half dollars ($4.50) towards the scholarship fund.  

Scholarship funds are in place to help stock office supplies for the chapter library as well as any 

purchases of textbooks, course-packs, or other academic materials that the librarian deems appropriate to 

further the academic success of chapter members.  House managers may also make purchases for the 

chapter library with the consent of the librarian.  No other brother may make purchases for the library 

using chapter monies.  Reimbursement shall be granted upon submission of receipts to the Treasurer. 



 

Sub-Sec. H.   Each Member is assessed two dollars ($2.00) towards the awards fund.  Awards funds are 

to be used to engrave and purchase plaques for the various annual chapter awards.  Awards funds may 

also be used to purchase scholarship awards (ex. Quebe awards) and awards for office bearers in the 

fraternity (Gavels, badges, etc.).   As long as funding for these awards do not exceed budgeted amounts, 

spending for these items do not need to be approved by the chapter.  The Librarian is responsible for the 

purchasing of awards. Reimbursement shall be granted to the Librarian upon submission of receipts to 

the Treasurer. 

 

Sub-Sec. I.   Each Member is assessed three dollars ($3.00) towards the Historian budget.  The 

Historian’s budget is applied to creating projects (scrapbooks, DVDs, etc.) that track the activities of the 

Gamma Chi chapter.  The Five Star binder will also be created with funds from this budget.  The 

Historian’s budget does not roll over each semester.  Surplus funds are redirected to the Miscellaneous 

budget at the end of each academic year.  Reimbursement shall be granted to the Historian upon 

submission of receipts to the Treasurer.  

 

Sub-Sec. J. Each Member is assessed thirty-two dollars ($32.00) towards the Composite.  All other 

monies (excluding payment for the yearly composite) must be approved by the fraternity via a 2/3 

majority vote prior to allocation.  Any roll-over from each of the budgets shall remain in that budget for 

the next semester (with the exception of the Composite and Historian’s budget).   

 

Sub-Sec. K.  Each Member is assessed three dollars ($3.00) towards the Miscellaneous budget. 

 

Sub-Sec. L.  Brothers (excluding Clinical and Alumni Brothers) that do not live in the Chapter House 

located at 119 S. Warren, Big Rapids, MI, shall pay an additional thirty dollars ($30.00) in dues as 

parlor fees to Kappa Psi Development Corporation.  The thirty dollars shall be transmitted to Kappa Psi 

Development Corporation upon collection.  Under no circumstances shall the Chapter transmit any 

amount of the fee until the brother has paid their total balance in full. 

 

Sub-Sec. M. Increases in parlor fees may be proposed by the House Manager and approved by the 

Chapter.  Temporary increases in parlor fees remain in place for the duration of the academic year unless 

revoked by the chapter.  If a member feels they cannot pay the additional parlor fees, they may request 

to be exempted from any additional dues.  All exemptions will be decided on a per case basis by the 

Chapter at a regular Chapter meeting based on a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote. 
 

Sec. 3. No additions to By-Law XI, Sec. 3. 

 

Sec. 4. Any member who shall not have paid one-half of his/her dues by the fourth (4
th

) Monday of the semester 

and all of his/her dues by the eighth (8
th

) Monday shall be deemed in arrears and not in good standing.   

 

Sec. 5. If the Treasurer finds a brother owing money to the Fraternity prior to graduation, his name is given to 

the Judiciary Board.  The Judiciary Board can require the brother to sign a promissory note for the amount due 

the Fraternity.  Time payable is to be determined by the Judiciary Board. 

 

Ordinance 12:  Secrecy 
 

Sec. 1.  The secret works of the Fraternity shall not be removed from the vault by any person other than the 

Regent or such persons as may be designated by him and then only for the use during the conduction of a 

formal meeting. 

 

Sec. 2. No additions to By-Law XII, Sec. 2. 

 



Sec. 3.  

 

Ordinance 13:  Ritual of Initiation 
 

No additions to By-Law XIII. 

 

Ordinance 14:  Quorum 
 

No additions to By-Law XIV. 

 

Ordinance 15: Parliamentary Procedures 
 

No additions to By-Law XV. 

 

Ordinance 16: Amendments (Local Chapter Ordinances) 
 

No additions to By-Law XVI. 

 
Reviewed and approved on 4-15-10 by Gamma Chi. 

Approved by the Legislative Committee on 6/17/10. 


